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Latinos established themselves in the United States about a century before the Anglo-Saxon
colonies arrived from Europe. Four centuries after the European colonies were established,
during which they shared residence with the Latinos on the same land, it’s ironic that
Latinos are still considered foreigners and immigrants.*

During the 500 years of establishment in North America, Latinos, with their various
traditions, have remained relatively concentrated in Arizona, California (Los Angeles),
Colorado, Florida (Miami), Illinois (Chicago), New Mexico, Texas (Houston) and New York
(New York City). The Latino population in these eight states is about 90% of the Latino
population on a national level.?

There are more than 40 million Latinos in the United States. We represent almost 15% of
the national population (more than 285 million).* Today, the United States is the second
country in the world (after Mexico) in which Spanish is spoken more.

More than 50% of the Latinos are under the age of 25 (being the youngest ethnic group),
with a high level of natural growth and whose percentage of population growth is the largest
among the different ethnic groups in the United States.* Latinos are the number one ethnic
minority group whose percentage of the national population is growing the fastest.

There are more than 12 million undocumented immigrants in the United States. From this
total number, Latinos represent 78%: 56% (or 6.2 million) are from Mexico; 22% (for a total
of 2.5 million) are from other countries in Latin America; 13% (for a total of 1.5 million) are
from Asia; 6% (a total of 600,000) are from Europe and Canada; 3% (a total of 400,000) are
from Africa. North Carolina and Arizona are the two new destinations for the majority of
undocumented immigrants. ®

The majority of the Latinos who come to the United States are traditionally Roman Catholic,
but nonetheless, many of them belong to, or convert to in the United States, other churches,
including protestant, evangelical and Pentecostal. Among those who are not Roman
Catholic, the Latinos prefer the charismatic liturgy and often show fundamental tendencies
in their theological perspectives.®

The total population in North Carolina is 8,063,874. The population of those who are of
Latino race and origin is 434,048. Of that number, there are 284,473 Mexicans, 35,352
Puerto Ricans, 4,853 Cubans and 109,370 who are from other Hispanic countries. Little
more than 5% of the population in the state is Latina (female).’

North Carolina has 300,000 undocumented immigrants who represent 3% of the total
population of undocumented immigrants. They are characterized as having less education,
lower income, lack insurance and are at the high end of poverty. But contradictorily, they
are helping the growing economy in the most important metropolitan areas such as
Charlotte-Gastonia-Concord, Durham and Raleigh-Cary. That’s to say, the Latino workers
produce much more wealth for others than they receive in return.®
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Latinos contribute to the United States economy in enormous numbers. In 2004 alone,
Latinos contributed 9.2 billion dollars to the economy in North Carolina. If this trend
continues, in 2009 the Latinos will contribute more than 18 billion dollars to the North
Carolina economy. Latinos cost the state of North Carolina 817 million dollars annually
(public schools, health care, corrections). But, annually the Latinos pay 756 million dollars
in taxes (both directly and indirectly). Therefore, the Latinos really only cost the state 61
million dollars. If one notes the contributions made to the state by the Latinos, then the 61
million dollars is insignificant. °

Charlotte has a population of 573,079. The Latino population is 49,942 (9%), being the
majority of ethnic minorities presented here. Of those, 27,905 are Mexican, 1,281 are Puerto
Rican and 20,756 are from other Latin American countries. Mecklenburg County has had a
500% growth increase in the Latino population.

A large part of the Latino population is formed by persons who have come here without their
spouses or children, and who are dedicated exclusively to work and earning money to send
back home to their families.

Seven reasons you should support the immigration reform in favor of the undocumented
Immigrants:

a. Todeclare criminals by a law for the 12 million undocumented persons that the illegal
immigration problem in the United States will not resolve itself. They are workers who are
in an illegal migratory condition, but “they are not illegal persons.”

b. Building a wall between the United States and Mexico border will cost billions of dollars
but will not resolve the problem of the 12 million undocumented persons nor will it completely resolve the
problem of illegal immigration.

c.  With a comprehensive migratory reform that would offer legal migratory status for the 12
million undocumented persons who are already living and working in the United States. This is
according to criminal record, paying taxes, etc. with the purpose of obtaining their
citizenship in the future, if they can learn English, etc.

d. With a comprehensive migratory reform, one can know who is who among the undocumented
persons. The security of the nation is protected this way.

e.  With a comprehensive migratory reform one can obtain much more federal and state access for
paying taxes so that it would not been possible to hide the cash purchases or items bought
under a different name.

f. With a comprehensive migratory reform it avoids the 12 million undocumented persons feeling
exploited and abused in the human social rights by thousands of people and companies who take
advantage of them.

g. With a comprehensive migratory reform the immigrants can reunite with their families or travel
to their countries to visit as many times as they want. This will preserve the personal and family
values.
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