
 
 

 

 NEWSLETTER FOR 
PRESBYTERIAN 

WOMEN     

 

MESSAGE FROM THE MODERATOR         Spring 2023 

 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, Even though the earth be removed, 

And though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea.  Psalm 46:1-2 

 

Greetings my PW Sisters! This beautiful sun shining day reminds me that our Spring Gathering is right 
around the corner!  Please plan to join together for a great return to in-person gathering. 

Our host is PW of Quail Hollow PCUSA on April 1st with registration starting at 9 A.M. We are 
delighted to have as our speaker Rev. Dr. Amantha Barbee who will lead our worship, communion and 
install our new leaders.  The theme for our gathering is Refuge and Strength. 

As have most Presbyterian Groups, our PW across the Presbytery of Charlotte have had a difficult time 
over the past 3 years.  My term as moderator was plagued by Covid 19, which proved to be a monster.  
But we adapted and are moving forward!! We have learned that technology is a blessing, and we are able 
to do more than we thought. Thank all of you for being creative and looking for new ways to continue 
our programs. Many groups have continued to use the Horizons Bible Study and have supported our 
Mission programs locally and at the Presbytery, Synod, and Churchwide levels. I realize that this is a 
challenging time for many reasons, and I commend all of you for remembering the great Purpose of PW: 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we nurture our faith through prayer and Bible Study. We Support the 
mission of the church worldwide, work for justice and peace, and build an inclusive caring community 
of women that strengthen the PCUSA. And witness to the promise of God’s Kingdom. 

We will share our offering between two worthy missions and speakers will describe the work of both 
Loaves and Fishes and the BULB.  There is also an opportunity for our churches to participate in a 
major Capital Campaign for improvements to Massanetta Springs Camp and Conference Center and we 
will receive a challenge to participate in this effort. 

Keep the Faith, Spread God’s Love and see you April 1st at                                                                                                
Quail Hollow Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 8801 Park Road, Charlotte, NC 28210. 

Blessings, Your Moderator, Carole  



 
 

36th ANNUAL SPRING GATHERING 
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

PRESBYTERY OF CHARLOTTE 
Fellowship of 7 Counties  

 Anson, Cabarrus, Mecklenburg, Montgomery, Richmond, Stanly, Union 

 

SATURDAY, APRIL 1, 2023 

Theme: “Refuge and Strength” 
BUSINESS MEETING 

WORSHIP/INSTALLATION/COMMUNION 

Worship Leader: REV. DR. AMANTHA BARBEE, PASTOR                                                                          
Senior Pastor, Quail Hollow Presbyterian Church, PCUSA                                                        

8801 Park Road, Charlotte, NC 28210 

Offering Recipients: Mecklenburg County 
 

The Bulb     
& 

 Loaves and Fishes/Friendship Trays               
              

Registration/Refreshments 9:00-9:45AM                        
 

Call to Order 10:00am 
 



 
 

CANDIDATES FOR INSTALLATION 
 

                                  EDNA WIGFALL CRUTÉ,  MODERATOR-ELECT 
 

Psalm 121 
I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my 
help?  My help cometh from the LORD, who hath made heaven 
and earth. He will not suffer thy foot to be moved, and he that 
keepeth thee will not sleep.  Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall 
neither slumber nor sleep.  The LORD himself is thy keeper; 
the LORD is thy defense upon thy right hand; So that the sun 
shall not burn thee by day, neither the moon by night.  The 
LORD shall preserve thy going out, and thy coming in, from 
this time forth for evermore.   
 

I have visited and worshipped with some of you in the last year and look forward to visiting and 
getting to know more of you in the coming years.  God is faithful! I believe God’s faithfulness is 
not only for our benefit, but also serves as our example to be faithful in every area of our lives.  I 
trust you will continue to live out the Presbyterian Women Purpose of Forgiven and freed by God 
in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves….and witnesses to the 
promise of God’s kingdom. 
 

Blessings and Peace to the members of Presbyterian Women in the Charlotte Presbytery. 
 

Edna Wigfall Cruté 
ewigfallcrute@gmail.com 

 
 

BRENDA MERRICKS LEONARD,  CLUSTER LEADER OF PRISCILLA 
           

Brenda Merricks Leonard has been an active member of C.N. 
Jenkins Memorial Presbyterian Church for over 36 years.   She 

has served as an usher, ordained a deacon in 1995 and worked on 
various ad hoc committees.  Brenda served as treasurer for over 
20 years.  She is a proud graduate of Florida Agricultural and 

Mechanical University with a BS in Accounting. She has an MBA 
from Pfeiffer University and a Doctor of Education from the 

University of Texas.  In 2018, she retired from Central Piedmont 
Community College as the Associate Vice President, Audit 
Services and Reporting, Ethics Liaison. She enjoys reading, 

traveling, gardening of flowers and trees and is open to learning 
new things.  Her commitment this year is greater attention to self-

care. 
 

“If you want to go fast go alone.  If you want to go far, go together.”         African Proverb 

mailto:ewigfallcrute@gmail.com


 
 

                   CAROLE M. VENABLE, OUTGOING MODERATOR 
 

The Coordinating Team of the PW Presbytery of Charlotte extends a 
HUGE THANKS to our outgoing Moderator, Carole M. Venable, who 
led as Moderator from April 2019-April 2023. Carole’s service has been 
invaluable, and the team looks forward to serving with her as she 
continues to work on the Coordinating Team as Vice-Moderator. 
Carole has also served as Cluster Leader of Lydia, Co-Moderator of the 
Synod of the Mid-Atlantic Summer Gathering with Cluster Leader 
Donna Dobson, other positions on the local, presbytery and synod 
levels.  Carole is very active in mission efforts, women’s projects at her 
church, Marks Creek, Hamlet, NC.       
 
 
 REV. DR. AMANTHA BARBEE 
 

SR. PASTOR, QUAIL HOLLOW PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
2023 SPRING GATHERING WORSHIP LEADER 
 

Amantha Barbee is a native of Charlotte, NC. She pastored two 
Presbyterian churches prior to her coming to Quail Hollow.  Amantha’s 
passions are firmly centered in Jesus’ love for all people. Her work has 
been recognized by the denomination for her relentless pursuit of justice. 
She is the 2018 recipient of the PCUSA Woman of Faith Award. She was 
also recognized by the city of Charlotte in 2017 as a recipient of the 
Vision Award for the way in which she led an interfaith group of clergy 
during a time of unrest in the city. She works tirelessly for the church, 

the Presbytery, and the PCUSA and its entities.  
 

TAMARA WILLIAMS 
 

Tamara was nominated for her work as Stated Clerk of the 
Presbytery of Charlotte, one of the largest presbyteries in the 
PC(USA). Here is how her nominator, Rev. Dr. Jan Edmiston, 
describes her work: 

 

“Tamara is universally respected by committee members, ruling elders, 
teaching elders, mid council leaders, the Presbyterian Mission Agency, 
and the Association of Stated Clerks. For the past 20 years she has 
served this presbytery while also being an active choir member and 

leader in her home church. Tamara is always called upon by the Office of the General Assembly 
to assist in GA meetings and when those meetings were held in person, Tamara was regularly called 
to serve from the dais. She has a lifelong love for the Presbyterian Church and her wisdom, good 
humor, common sense, vision, and spiritual maturity make her among the best (I would say the 
very best) of the Stated Clerks in the denomination. Her personal integrity, her historical 
knowledge, her calm counsel, her ability to connect with every kind of person from the newest 
Clerk of Session to the angriest parishioner to those filing actual complaints with the Permanent 
Judicial Commission to the oldest of retired pastor have all made Tamara Williams both a regional 
and national treasure in the PC(USA).” 



 
 

ABOUT OUR OFFERING RECIPIENTS... 
 

LOAVES & FISHES/FRIENDSHIP TRAYS 
Loaves & Fishes/Friendship Trays, nourishes our neighbors with food and compassion, providing 
groceries, meals and hope through a network of food pantries and as the primary Meals on 
Wheels program in Mecklenburg Co.  

The goals are all about increasing access and collaboration by expanding: 

• home deliveries of groceries and meals  
• our social services team to connect more neighbors with services  
• access to more fresh food 
• online grocery ordering    

Whether providing a week's worth of nutritionally balanced groceries or fresh healthy 
meals, Loaves & Fishes/Friendship Trays wants to be the ONE answer to anyone's food 
insecurity needs.   

AND... 

THE BULB 
The Bulb is a donation-based nonprofit serving Charlotte and its surrounding area through mobile 
farmer’s markets that pop-up in vulnerable communities around the city. Operating under the motto, 
“take what you need, give what you can,” our goal is minimize barriers, including lack of 
transportation, physical disability, unreliable income, etc., so that all people have access to fresh and 
healthful food options. Together with local farmers, grocery stores and community partners, we are 
creating a world where quality food is a right and not a privilege. 

************************ 

NEWS from... 
FIRST UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH-CHARLOTTE   

Our Presbyterian Women continued the 2021-2022 Horizons Bible Study, “WHAT MY 
GRANDMOTHERS TAUGHT ME” by Merryl Blair, virtually.  We also virtually attended the 
Introductory Session of CELEBRATING SABBATH by Carol M. Bechtel and the 35th Annual 
Spring Gathering of Presbyterian Women Presbytery of Charlotte. 
     We held our Spring Gathering on March 12, 2022, virtually—“Learning from Women in 
Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus” where our Circles shared stories of Ruth, Rahab, Tamar, 
Bathsheba and Mary with an overview given by our Vice-Moderator (beginning and ending 
musical excerpt of “Grandma’s Hands by Bill Withers set the tone). 
     Our PW participated in several Justice and Peace Book discussions and the National Gun 
Violence Awareness Day.  Our Mission Initiatives included: Amazon Gift Card to Changed 
Choices/Women Prison Ministry to stock their bookshelves; and monetary donations to Stolen 
Lunches for Homeless Blessing Bags. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS! Tamara Dallas Williams, one of three recipients of the PCUSA Women 
of Faith Award, Presbytery of Charlotte Stated Clerk, First United Presbyterian Church Elder  
and Presbyterian Woman.   Submitted by Moderator Helen Hairston and Vice-Moderator Sherri 
Freeman 



 
 

NEWS from... 
STATESVILLE AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

Presbyterian Women of Statesville Avenue Presbyterian Church (USA) held their Women’s 
Day Worship Service and Celebration on September 11, 2022, at 11:00 A.M.  The theme for 
Women’s Day was “Celebrating Sabbath”, and the Guest Speaker was Elder Edna Wigfall 
Cruté, Moderator-Elect for the Presbytery Women of Charlotte. 

Submitted by Barbara Carr, PW Moderator 

 

 

NEWS from... 
STATESVILLE AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 



 
 

 
Presbyterian Women of Statesville Avenue Presbyterian Church (USA) held their Breakfast 
Gathering and World Day of Prayer Service on March 4, 2023.  The 2023 World Day of Prayer 
theme was “I Have Heard About Your Faith” from Ephesians 1:15-19 and written by the Women 
of Taiwan.  Two churches participated with Statesville Avenue Presbyterian Women in the WDP 
Worship Service – Grier Heights PC and South End PC. The WDP Worship Service was uplifting 
and a time of building an inclusive, caring, community of women. 

Submitted by Barbara Carr, PW Moderator 

NEWS from... 
GRIER HEIGHTS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

  



 
 

 
 
The Presbyterian Women and friends of Grier Heights Presbyterian Church, in acts of love and 
caring, met in February 2023, to fill purses with toiletries for women in transitional housing; and 
to assemble fruit baskets for homebound members of the church.  The women began their mission 
project by sharing scriptures on how ministry gifts must be exercised in love from 1 Corinthians 
13.  Those present to bless others were Mary Russ, Gerry Wallace, Inez Alexander, Kimberly 
Malone, Evette Beckett Tuggle, Linda P. Thomas, Sharra Simmons, Michella Massey, Dorothy 
Ellis, Frances Wallace Jackson, Evelyn McClure-friend-CN Jenkins Pres.,   Emily Funderburke, 
and Genora Fant.  The gifts and donations were hugely appreciated!       
Submitted by Genora Fant, Moderator 
 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

GUIDELINES FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO THE PW SYNOD OR CHURCHWIDE GATHERING 
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN IN THE PRESBYTERY OF CHARLOTTE 

 
Each year, the Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of Charlotte can give gifts to provide financial 
assistance to local PW organizations in order that they can send a representative to the PW Synod or 
Churchwide.  Such financial assistance is meant to promote leadership within the local PW organizations 
and increase knowledge of the purpose of PW. 

RULES THAT GOVERN THESE GIFTS 

• FUNDS ARE TO BE SENT DIRECTLY TO THE Registrar of the PW Synod of the Mid-Atlantic Gathering by 
the Treasurer of the PW in the Presbytery of Charlotte. 

 

• Each team of Cluster Leaders will be responsible for evaluating the applications and choosing a recipient 
from each Cluster.  Each Cluster Team is responsible for presenting a report on their choice to the 
Presbytery CT. 

 

• Evaluation will be based on the quality of an essay completed by the applicant.  This essay is to explain 
how the applicant will use the information obtained at the Gathering to foster leadership and growth 
within her church. 

 

• The attached application must be completed by the recipient of the funds.  This application must be in 
the hands of the Leader of her Cluster by February 15th the year of the gathering.  Scholarship will be 
awarded at the Annual Spring Gathering in April. 

 
 

• These gifts may vary in amount from year to year.  Each gift will be of equal value.  Each gift is only a 
partial payment of the expenses for the Gathering and shall go toward the registration fee. The total 
yearly sum expended from  the fund should not exceed 50% of the payment amount as budgeted by the 
CT for that calendar year. 

QUALIFICATIONS 

• Preference will be given to newly elected Moderators, Moderator-Elect, or other leadership positions on 
the CT of the local church who will be serving in the upcoming PW Calendar. 

AMENDMENTS 

• These guidelines may be suspended, amended or rescinded at any PWP-CT meeting by a 2/3 vote. 

Contact your church Moderator or Cluster Leader for an application.  
Applications need to be received by March 29, 2023. 

All recipients must attend the Spring Gathering.   



 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 


