Rev. Pen Peery presented the motions from the Bills and Overtures Task Force.
The Presbytery voted to approve all of the proposed Amendments to the PC(USA)
Constitution except for Amendment 24-C.

Rev. Lib McGregor Simmons and Rev. Lynn Thompson Bryant presented the
report of the Commission on Preparation for Ministry. Tammy Davis (CN Jenkins),
Amanda Shanks (Avondale), and Courtney Shudak (Covenant-Charlotte) were
approved as Candidates for Ministry. The Presbytery of Charlotte approved the
following four readers for the spring ordination exams: Ministers: Stephen Nickle
and Casey Aldridge Elders: Andrea Graham and Paul Pedigo.

Tammy Davis Amanda Shanks Courtney Shudak
For the COM Report, Rev. Julie Bird recognized the retirement of the Rev. Fred
Lyon and Rev. D. Elliott Hipp. She then led the body in a laying on of hands, by
members of the Commission on Ministry, for Rev. Lyon and Rev. Hipp as they move
to this next phase of their life in service to the church.

Rev. Julie Bird COM laying on of hands for the retirees

The Presbytery honored Rev. Dr. Alice Ridgill during lunch and thanked her for her
5 years of service as our Associate General Presbyter.

The 166" Stated Meeting will be on Tuesday, May 20, 2025
at Paw Creek Presbyterian Church

Highlights of the 165" Stated Meeting
of the Presbytery of Charlotte
Saturday, February 8, 2025

THEME: “PAST, PRESENT, POSSIBLE!”

It was with great joy and thanksgiving that we
gathered at First-Charlotte Presbyterian
Church! The meeting was called to order and
opened with prayer by our 2024 Moderator,
Elder Tommy Lawson (Covenant-Charlotte. He
then turned over the gavel to the 2025
Moderator, Elder Gary Blackmon
(Commissioned Pastor, Statesville Avenue).
Elder Blackmon formally thanked Moderator
Lawson on behalf of the Presbytery, for outstanding service as our 2024
Moderator and presented him with a certificate of appreciation from the
Presbytery. Moderator Lawson then introduced 2025 Vice-Moderator, Rev.
Deborah Conner (Davidson College Church). Rev. Pen Peery, Pastor of First-
Charlotte Church, welcomed the body on behalf of the officers and members of
First-Charlotte and First United Churches.

Thanking 2024 Moderator Lawson Rev. Pen Peery welcomes the body

The Presbytery entered into a time of worship in honor of Black History Month.
Rev. Lucy Crain led the call to worship. Tammy Davis (CN Jenkins) led the prayer
of confession and Amanda Shanks (Avondale) led the assurance of pardon. Rev.
Michael Marsh read the scripture, Esther 4 :1-17 NLT. Rev. Dr. Jerry Cannon
preached a powerful sermon entitled, ‘For Such A Time As This” . The
congregation was led in a special rendition of “Lift Every Voice and Sing” with
poetry reading by Boris 'Bluz' Rogers. Courtney Shudak (Covenant-Charlotte) led
the body in the Affirmation of Faith. Rev. Dr. Jan Edmiston and Elder Tamara
Williams did the reading of the Necrology of Ministers and Elders who passed in
2024. The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was led by Rev. Dr. Julia Robinson
Moore (UNCC) and Rev. Anna Dickson (First-Charlotte). Special music was
rendered by the First-Charlotte Sanctuary Choir led by Director of Music, Will
Young and Assistant Director Kaitlyn Davros.



Presbytery Worship Rev. Dr. Jerry L. Cannon

Boris “Bluz” Rogers Rev. Dr. Julia Moore and Rev. Anna Dickson

Elders from FPC and First United assisting
with serving Communion

FPC Sanctuary Choir

General Presbyter, Rev. Dr. Jan Edmiston introduced our Presbytery theme for
2025: “Past, Present, Possible!” She emphasized the need for churches to support
the Presbytery through Unified Mission Giving. It is imperative that churches
accurately report their membership since per Capita is based on membership. Jan
also stressed the importance of churches following the guidelines of the
Commission on Ministry in searching for pastoral leadership.

Jan ended her GP Report with some highlights to celebrate for 2024: Over 1300
flood buckets delivered to Western NC; Ten Cents-a-Meal received and distributed
510,000 more than expected; the MRC handed out 586,000 in grants; a 'Housing
Huddle' was held at Caldwell Church to look at ways to use church properties; we
welcomed 15 new pastors and have 35 inquirers and candidates under our care.

General Presbyter Jan Edmiston 2025 Presbytery Theme

Rev. Dr. Julia Robinson Moore, UNCC Professor, and Adreonna Benette,
Community Engagement Archivist, gave a brief overview of the Archiving
Catawba Presbytery Project, which is funded through a substantive grant from
the Mellon Foundation to support the scanning, digitization, and documentation
of historical documents related to the history of Catawba Presbytery.

Rev. Rodger Sellers gave a brief update on Ministry Resource Committee grants
and plans for upcoming “Nuts & Bolts” educational opportunities coming in 2025.

Adreonna Benette and Rev. Dr. Julia Moore Rev. Rodger Sellers - “Nuts & Bolts”
Elder Edwin Shoaf presented the report of the Administration Committee. The
Presbytery approved the members of the 2030 Presbytery Vision Team: Rev.
Sonya McAuley Allen (Bellefonte) Co-Moderator; Rev. Matthew Conner (Newell)
Co-Moderator; Rev. Delton Farmer (First United) Rev. Nikki Zimmerman
(Covenant-Charlotte), Rev. Heather Mcintyre (First-Wadesboro & First-
Norwood), Andrea Graham (Mount Olive), Gene McLaurin (First-Rockingham),
Kenneth Glover (Henderson Grove), Josh Richard (Myers Park Staff). The
Presbytery also approved the 2025 recommended budget as amended.
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