
 

  
Rev. Nick Cheek Rev. Fred Grosse  

 
Rev. Snyder recognized the Rev. Sally Herlong, upon her retirement from Union 
Presbyterian Seminary effective June 30, 2025. Jan Edmiston spoke on behalf of Rev. 
David Thornton, who retired effective February 1, 2025. Greg Busby spoke on behalf of 
Rev. Warren Lesane, who is retiring as Executive/Stated Clerk of the Synod of the Mid-
Atlantic, effective June 30, 2025. Rev. Snyder then led the body in a laying on of hands, by 
members of the Commission on Ministry, for our retiring ministers, as they move to this 
next phase of their life in service to the church. 

  
Rev. Millie Snyder and Rev. Sally Herlong Rev. David Thornton 

 

  
Rev. Warren Lesane, Jr.  Praying for our new retired ministers… 

 
The 166th Stated Meeting will be on Saturday, August 16, 2025 

at Harrisburg Presbyterian Church 
 

Highlights of the 166th Stated Meeting  
of the Presbytery of Charlotte 

May 20, 2025 
THEME: “PAST, PRESENT, POSSIBLE!” 

It was with great joy and thanksgiving that we 
gathered at Paw Creek Presbyterian Church! 
The meeting was called to order and opened with 
prayer by our 2025 Moderator, Elder Gary 
Blackmon, Commissioned Pastor at Statesville 
Avenue Church. Rev. Dr. Fred Grosse, 
Transitional, Pastor of Paw Creek Church, and 
Rev. Rhonda McClain, Temporary Pastor at 
Woodland Church, welcomed the Presbytery on 

behalf of the officers, staff, and members of each of their churches. 
 
The Presbytery entered into a time of worship. Music was led by Paw Creek’s Musician, 
Mark Burleson. Melissa White (South Mecklenburg) led the call to worship. Rev. Nick 
Cheek (Trinity) led the prayer of confession and gave the assurance of pardon. Rev. 
Serenitye Taylor (Covenant-Charlotte) led the prayer for Illumination and read the 
scripture. A special selection was led by the Woodland Hymn Choir with an 
introduction by Harriet James. Rev. Dr. Jacqueline Lapsley, President of Union 
Theological Seminary, preached the sermon entitled, “Do I Have Your Attention Now?” 
based on Isaiah 6:1-8. The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was led by Rev. Dr. British 
Hyrams and Rev. Lisa McLennan.  

  
Combined Choirs from Paw Creek & Woodland Presbytery members love to sing!! 

 

  
Rev. Dr. Jacqueline Lapsley Rev. Dr. British Hyrams and Rev. Lisa McLennan 



During the General Presbyter’s report, Rev. Dr. Jan Edmiston introduced David English 
from New Covenant Trust, who was visiting our area. She also thanked the Presbytery 
for its support of the flood buckets collection at the Warehouse at Locust Church. Jan 
lifted up the Ten Cents-a-Meal Team and announced the 2025 TCaM recipient ministries. 
Macedonia Church also received over $16,000 in donations from across the country, 
following the theft of the food and equipment from the church manse as they were 
preparing for their Po’ Folks Dinner benefit. 

  
Rev. Dr. Jan Edmiston Rev. Dr. John Magnuson 

Rev. Dr. John Magnuson highlighted recent recipients of Sabbatical and Incentive 
Grants (SIG). Statesville Avenue Church received a grant for their Edible Landscape & 
Orchard. Amity Church received a grant to support their Congolese Ministry. 

  
Statesville Avenue Edible Landscape & Orchard Amity Church’s Congolese Ministry 

 
Jan also congratulated two outstanding pastors in our Presbytery for recent 
recognitions: Rev. Megan Argabrite (Amity), 2025 Rising Star Alum, Union 
Presbyterian Seminary and Rev. Matt Conner (Newell), 2025 Pioneer in Ministry 
Award, Columbia Theological Seminary. 
 
Presbytery heard a brief update from the 2030 Vision Team by the Co-Moderators, Rev. 
Sonya McAuley Allen and Rev. Matt Conner. 
 
On behalf of the Admin. Committee, Rev. Gloria Bolden presented the nominees for the 
General Presbyter Search Committee. The Presbytery approved the following members 
to serve: Ministers: Megan Argabrite (Amity), Gregory Busby (Retired), Ken Fuquay 
(Matters To Mission), Mark Lee (Central Steele Creek), Kim Stamey (Star and 
Macedonia), Serenitye Taylor (Covenant-Charlotte), Elders: Natalie Beard (First 
United), Christopher Fish (Locust), Susan Manning (Davidson College PC), and Vicki 
Smith (Myers Park). 
 

Rev. Lib McGregor Simmons and Rev. Lynn Thompson Bryant presented the report 
of the Commission on Preparation for Ministry. Shardae Henry (The Grove), was 
approved as a Candidate in the preparation for ministry process. Melissa White (South 
Mecklenburg) was approved to be ordained as a Minister of Word and Sacrament.   

  
Rev. Lib McGregor Simmons Shardae Henry 

 

  
Rev. Lynn Thompson Bryant Melissa White 

During the COM Report, presented by Rev. Millie Snyder, the Presbytery welcomed 
Rev. British Hyrams, Chaplain at Presbyterian College, Rev. Nicholas Cheek, 
Transitional Pastor at Trinity Church, Rev. Frederick Grosse (UCC), as a Temporary 
Member serving as Transitional Pastor at Paw Creek and Melissa White, to serve in 
validated ministry as Curriculum Coordinator, Center for Excellence in Christian 
Education at Union Presbyterian Seminary and Parish Associate, South Mecklenburg 
Church (pending ordination). The Presbytery also approved the terms of call for Rev. 
Serenitye Taylor, to serve as Associate Pastor at Covenant-Charlotte Church. 

  
Rev. Serenitye Taylor Rev. British Hyrams 
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