
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

A big thank you to  
Harrisburg, Newell, New Hampton & Rocky River Churches 

for an outstanding job hosting our meeting! 
 

The 167th Stated Meeting will be on  
Tuesday, October 28, 2025 

at Mount Olive Presbyterian Church 
 
 

Highlights of the 167th Stated Meeting 
of the Presbytery of Charlotte 

Saturday, August 16, 2025 
THEME: “PAST, PRESENT, POSSIBLE!” 

It was with great joy and thanksgiving that we 
gathered at Harrisburg Presbyterian Church! 
The meeting was called to order and opened with 
prayer by our 2025 Moderator, Elder Gary 
Blackmon.  Rev. Meg Shaw Skidmore, Pastor of 
Harrisburg Church welcomed the body on behalf of 
the staff and members of our host congregations, 
Harrisburg, Newell, New Hampton and Rocky 
River Presbyterian Churches 
 

The Presbytery entered into a time of worship. Rev. Dr. E. Neal Carter, 
Pastor, Rocky River, led the Call to Worship. Rev. Dr. David Cagle, (First-
Rockingham) led the prayer of confession and gave the assurance of 
pardon. Dr. Phyllis Sanders (Cedar Grove), led the Prayer of 
Illumination and read the Old Testament Scripture.  A special selection 
was led by the combined choirs of our host churches, led by Eric Bond, 
Director of Music and Heather Hruska, Pianist, Harrisburg Church.  
 
Rev. Dr. Floretta Barbee-Watkins (Presbytery of the James), preached 
the sermon entitled, "Unconventional Strategies", based on the Joshua 
6:1-5;12-17;20 and Mark 2: 1-12. Poet Anne Boafo (Harrisburg), did a 
special reading of her poem, "Red, White and Blue". The Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper was led by Rev. Meg Shaw Skidmore and Rev. Shelia 
Council (New Hampton). 
 

  
Elder Phyllis Sanders  Combined Choirs from our Host Churches 

 



  
Rev. Dr. Floretta Barbee-Watkins Rev. Meg Shaw Skidmore and Rev. Shelia Council 

 

  
Serving Communion  Combined Choirs 

 

  
Singing “Let the Whole Creation Cry”!  Rev. Dr. Jan Edmiston 

During the General Presbyter’s report, Rev. Dr. Jan Edmiston announced 
that our former Associate Presbyter, Rev. Dr. Alice Ridgill will soon be 
receiving a promotion to the rank of Major as a Chaplain in the United 
States Air Force National Guard. Jan also provided information about 
Rev. Liz Walker, a PCUSA Pastor in Boston who leads a community 
sharing support program for those that have been affected by trauma.  

‘Can We Talk Network’:  https://canwetalknetwork.org 
 

During the Commission on Ministry Report, presented by Rev. Millie 
Snyder, the Presbytery welcomed Rev. Dr. David Cagle, Transitional 
Pastor at First-Rockingham Church, and Rev. Tom Robinson. 
 

  
Rev. Dr. David Cagle Rev. Tom Robinson 

 
Rev. Gail Henderson-Belsito and Rev. Rodger Sellers, Co-Moderators 
of the Ministry Resource Committee, gave an update on the MRC Grants 
process. They also highlighted upcoming Fall training events for our 
congregations. A series of “Lunch & Learn” Zoom training events will be 
held on 2nd Wednesdays at Noon, beginning September 10th. There will 
also be a “Nuts & Bolts” Church Leader Training Event on Saturday, 
October 4th at Covenant-Charlotte Church, beginning at 8:45 am.  
 

  
Rev. Gail Henderson-Belsito Rev. Rodger Sellers 

 

https://canwetalknetwork.org/
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