During the Commission on Ministry Report, presented by Rev. Millie Snyder the
Presbytery welcomed Rev. Reginald Avant as an at-large member, and Rev.
Tyler Williams, as Pastor at Poplar Tent Church. The Presbytery granted
retirement status to Rev. Stephen Nickle as of January 315t and to the Rev. Dr.
Jan Edmiston, effective March 13*. Jan briefly addressed the Presbytery and
thanked them for supporting her ministry during her tenure as our General
Presbyter. Rev. Snyder presented her certificate of retirement and then led the
body in a special prayer, with laying on of hands, by members of the Commission
on Ministry as Jan moves into this next phase of her life.

Rev. Reginald Avant Rev. Tyler Williams & Rev. Millie Snyder

Presentation of Certificate of Retirement COM Laying on of hands for Dr. Edmiston

Rev. Michelle Thomas-Bush opens with
remarks at the luncheon in Jan’s honor

A big thank you to our hosts, Sharon Presbyterian Church!

Congratulations, Jan!!

Highlights of the 169" Stated Meeting

of the Presbytery of Charlotte
Saturday, February 21, 2026
THEME: “TRANSITIONS!

It was with great joy and thanksgiving that we
gathered at Sharon Presbyterian Church! The
meeting was called to order and opened with
prayer by our 2025 Moderator, Elder Gary
Blackmon. He then passed the gavel and
Moderator’s stole to our 2026 Moderator, Rev.
Deborah Conner (Davidson College Church).

Rev. Conner formally thanked Moderator

Blackmon, on behalf of the Presbytery, for

outstanding service as our 2025 Moderator and
presented him with a certificate of appreciation from the Presbytery. Moderator
Conner then introduced 2026 Vice-Moderator, Rev. Lal Rodawla (Providence
Church). Rev. Julie Bird, Pastor, welcomed the body on behalf of the officers
and members of Sharon Presbyterian Church.

The Presbytery entered into a time of worship in honor of Black History Month.
Elder Gary Blackmon led the call to worship. Shea Watts (Union Presbyterian
Seminary) led the prayer of confession and assurance of pardon. Rev. Dr. Jan
Edmiston and Elder Tamara Williams did the reading of the Necrology of
Ministers and Elders who passed in 2025. Rev. Reginald Avant led the prayer
of illumination and Rev. Tyler Williams (Poplar Tent) read the scripture, John
11: 38-44. The Johnson C. Smith University Praise Team, under the direction
of Dr. Angelica Brooks, rendered two special selections during worship.

Johnson C. Smith University Praise Team Rev. CeCe Armstrong, Co-Moderator of the GA

Rev. Cecelia Armstrong, Co-Moderator of the 226th PC(USA) General
Assembly, reached a truly inspirational sermon entitled, “Journey to Serve”.
Van Herring (Davidson College Church) led the body in the Affirmation of
Faith.



A joint selection was presented by the Sharon Church Chancel Choir and Johnson
C. Smith University Praise Team. Rev. Julie Bird (Sharon), led the Prayers of the
People. The Sacrament of the Lord'’s Supper was led by Rev. Dr. Jan Edmiston and
Rev. Cecelia Armstrong. The Sharon Church Chancel Choir, under the direction
of Todd Barnhill, sang a special selection during the serving of communion.

Combined Choirs from JCSU & Sharon Church  Rev. Dr. Jan Edmiston & Rev. CeCe Armstrong

During her final General Presbyter's report, Rev. Dr. Jan Edmiston encouraged
those in attendance to connect with God, connect with each other, and learn
something to take back to their congregations. She also highlighted the
importance of church mission giving to support the work and ministry of the
Presbytery and per capita to the PC(USA) and Synod.

Rev. Dr. Jan Edmiston Rev. Dr. Allysen Schaaf & Dr. Ornella

Umubyeyi from the Anti-Racism Cohort
Rev. Dr. Allysen Schaaf and Rev. Dr. Onella Umubyeyi gave and update from
the Anti-Racism Cohort about the upcoming Charlotte Presbytery Mission Day
on March 215, Signup details are on the Presbytery’s website.

Rev. Sonya McAuley-Allen and Rev. Matthew Conner presented the report on
the work of the 2030 Vision Team. The Team met with Presbytery staff,
committees, congregations, and pastors to gather insight on the needs of the
Presbytery going forward. More information will come after further discussion
with the Presbytery Council.

MRC Co-Moderator, Rev. Rodger Sellers introduced Dr. Lee Fanning, with the
present an overview of the Assist Medical Equipment program.

Elder Edwin Shoaf gave the report from the Administration Committee. The
Presbytery approved the 2026 Presbytery budget as recommended.

Rev. Sonya McAuley-Allen and Rev. Matthew Dr. Lee Fanning with Assist Medical Equipment
Conner of the 2030 Vision Team

Elder Edwin Shoaf, Moderator of the
Administration Commmittee

Comptroller, Rev. Dr. Robert Charles was on
hand to answer questions on the budget.

Rev. Lib McGregor Simmons and Rev. Lia Benton presented the report of the
Commission on Preparation for Ministry. Shea Watts (Covenant-Charlotte) and
Van Herring weres approved to be ordained as Ministers of Word and
Sacrament. Rev. Stephen Nickle, Rev. Lib McGregor Simmons, Elder Andrea
Graham and Elder Paul Pedigo were elected to serve as Ordination Exam
Readers.

Rev. Lib McGregor Simmons & Rev. Lia Benton Shea Watts & Van Herring



