The Presbytery welcomed new members, Rev. Toby Mueller to serve as
Transitional Pastor at Philadelphia Church, and Rev. Lucy Baum to serve as
Associate Pastor at First-Charlotte Church.
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Rev. Toby Mueller Rev. Lucy Baum
Juanita Owensby spoke on behalf of the members of Marks Creek Church in
honor of the retirement of their Commissioned Pastor, Ken Goins. Elder Goins
thanked the Presbytery for their support of his ministry after serving for over 23
years. Rev. Snyder then led the body in a special prayer, with laying on of handes.
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Special prayer for Elder Ken Goins retirement Commissioners to the 227t GA
Moderator Conner led a commissioning service for the Delegates and
Commissioners to the 227th PC(USA) General Assembly: Rev. Jordan Goodwin
Rev. Anita Wright Rev. Meg Shaw Skidmore Rev. Luke Maybry; Renda
Brinson, Trey Horack, Tommy Lawson, Vivie Miller and TSAD: R. Fay
Palmer (Union Presbyterian Seminary)

Highlights of the 170" Stated Meeting

of the Presbytery of Charlotte
Saturday, May 16, 2026
THEME: “TRANSITIONS!

It was with great joy and thanksgiving
that we gathered at Bethpage
Presbyterian Church! The meeting
was called to order and opened with
prayer by our 2026 Moderator, Rev.
Deborah Conner (Davidson College
Church). Rev. Valerie Hicks, Pastor,
welcomed the body on behalf of the
officers and members of Bethpage-
Kannapolis and co-hosts, Gilwood
and Bethpage United Churches.

The Presbytery entered into a time of worship with Rev. Toby Mueller
(Philadelphia) leading the call to worship. Ryan Atkinson (Davidson) led the
prayer of confession and assurance of pardon. Bethpage Church Choir
rendered a special musical selection. Rev. Lucy Baum (First-Charlotte) led the
prayer of illumination and read the scripture Acts 1: 1-26.

Rev. Steven Werth, General Presbyter-Elect

Bethpage Church Choir

Rev. Steven Werth, General Presbyter-Elect, preached a powerful sermon
entitled, “Impatient Angels" and then led the Presbytery in the Affirmation of
Faith. The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was led by Rev. Valerie Hicks and
Rev. Tyler Williams (Poplar Tent) with Elders from Bethpage United assisting
in serving the people.

A big thank you to our hosts, Bethpage, Gilwood and
Bethpage United Presbyterian Churches!



Rev. Valerie Hicks and Rev. Tyler Williams Singing the closing hymn
Elder Gwen Vinson presented the Presbytery Council Report and led the Annual
Meeting of the Presbytery of Charlotte, Incorporated.

Rev. Mary Henderson Bowman and Elder Gary Blackmon gave an update

from the Anti-Racism Cohort which included approval of revisions to the

Presbrytery’s Anti-Racism Policy.
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Rev. Mary Bowman and Elder Gary Blackmon

Elder Gwen Vmson Counc:l Moderator

MRC Co-Moderator, Rev. Gail Henderson-Belsito introduced Rev. Megan
Argabrite, Pastor of Amity Church. Rev. Argabrite shared great news about the
recent celebration of graduates of Amity’s ESL program. An MRC
Transformation Grant provided the funding for the program. They encouraged
other congregations to take advantage of the grants provided by the MRC.
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Rev. Gail Henderson-Belsito Rev. Megan Argabrite

Rev. Rodger Sellers had a very ‘colorful’ intro “Lunch & Learn” with Rev. Dr. Andy Morgan
Rev. Lia Benton presented the report of the Commission on Preparation for
Ministry. Ryan Atkinson was approved to be ordained as a Minister of Word
and Sacrament. Ryan will serve as Temporary Pastor to Davidson Church,
pending his ordination.
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Rev. Lia Benton Ryan Atkinson

Rev. Millie Snyder presented the Commission on Ministry Report. Renda
Brinson was invited forward to recognize René Prager for having completed
all requirements to receive certification as a Christian Educator. Rev. Snyder

presented her certificate of completion. René is serving as an Educator at First-

Concord Presbyterian Church.
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Renda Brinson

René Prager



