
During the second portion of the COM Report, the Presbytery approved the terms 
of call for Rev. Reginald Avant to serve as Associate Pastor at Caldwell. Rev. 
Lia Benton was approved to serve in a shared ministry as Pastor to Third and 
MorningStar Churches. The Presbytery welcomed new members, Rev. Antonio 
Lawrence to serve as Temporary Pastor at Bethpage United Church, and Rev. 
Caitlin Werth to serve as a Chaplain with Atrium Health. 
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Presbytery of Charlotte in joyous worship!  Our new General Presbyter, Rev. Steven Werth 

 

A big thank you to Myers Park Presbyterian Church  
for an outstanding job hosting our meeting! 

Highlights of the 171st Stated Meeting 
of the Presbytery of Charlotte 

Saturday, August 15, 2026 
THEME: “TRANSITIONS! 

It was with great joy and thanksgiving 
that we gathered at Myers Park 
Presbyterian Church. The meeting 
was called to order and opened with 
prayer by our 2026 Moderator, Rev. 
Deborah Conner (Davidson College 
Church). Rev. Millie Snyder, 
Executive Pastor, welcomed the body 
on behalf of the officers and members 
of Myers Park Presbyterian Church. 
 

The Presbytery entered into a time of worship, which included the installation 
of the Rev. Steven Werth as our new General Presbyter. Rev. Dr. Ronald E. 
Peters, Pittsburgh Presbytery, was our guest Preacher. Music was provided by 
the Myers Park Church Choir under the direction of Mark Kemp, Director of 
Worship Arts and Tom Robak, MPPC Organist. The Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper was led by Rev. Steven Werth with Elders from Myers Park assisting in 
serving the people. 
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General Presbyter 
In his first General Presbyter’s report, Rev. Steven Werth shared information 
about his visits to several of our congregations in our Presbytery. He has 
uploaded videos to YouTube, Facebook and Instagram with highlights of the 
mission and ministries going on in the churches he has visited. Steven also 
invited pastors to join in a monthly time of gathering for prayer on the third 
Thursdays of each month - beginning August 20th at 10:00 am - at the Charlotte 
24-7 Prayer Room. The Presbytery will also hold a "World Communion Day of 
Worship and Service" on Saturday, October 3rd at Locust Church. 
 



 
Rev. Millie Snyder presented the first portion of the Commission on Ministry 
Report which was in honor of the retirement of three of our ministers. Rev. Frank 
Spencer retired as the President of the Board of Pensions effective July 1, 2026. 
Rev. Dr. Gregory Busby spoke in honor of Rev. Dot Killian, who retired effective 
August 1st after having served in several of our churches – most recently at 
Caldwell Church. Rev. Daniel Heath spoke in honor of Rev. Bob Henderson, who 
is retiring as Pastor of Covenant-Charlotte Church, effective September 15th. Rev. 
Snyder presented Bob with a certificate of retirement and then led the body in a 
special prayer, with laying on of hands, by members of the Commission on 
Ministry as he moves into this next phase of life. 

 
Ministry Resource Committee Co-Moderator, Rev. Rodger Sellers, gave a brief 
update on upcoming MRC Lunch & Learn workshops and events for the Fall. 
 
The Commissioners to the 227th PC(USA) General Assembly, Rev. Jordan 
Goodwin Rev. Anita Wright Rev. Meg Shaw Skidmore Rev. Luke Maybry; 
Renda Brinson, Trey Horack, and TSAD: R. Fay Palmer (Union Presbyterian 
Seminary) each gave an overview of their experiences at the GA in Milwaukee. 
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Rev. Lib McGregor Simmons and Rev. Lia Benton presented the report of the 
Commission on Preparation for Ministry. Allison Blackwell (Caldwell) and 
Nicole Thompson (The Grove) were approved to be enrolled as Candidates in 
the preparation for ministry process. Rich Lambert, Amanda Shanks and 
Courtney Shudak were approved to be ordained as Ministers of Word and 
Sacrament. Rich will serve as Transitional Pastor to Mallard Creek Church, 
pending his ordination. Amanda will serve as Chaplain at Union Presbyterian 
Seminary and Courtney will serve as a Pastoral Resident at Covenant-Charlotte. 
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