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Message from the Moderator 

 
 

 
 

Dear Presbyterian Women/Presbytery of Charlotte 

Greetings, 

Things Which Are Planted Have Strong Roots.  When Something Is Planted It Makes the Best of 
Adverse Conditions, By Grabbing on to Whatever is Available, To the Ground Itself, Until Things 
Get Better.  When Something Is Planted, It May Be Stepped on By the Careless; It Will Be Pushed 
and Prodded, But Never Uprooted, Planting Requires Reliance on God.  By Iyanla Vanzant. 

Presbyterian Women falls in the category of having Strong Roots. We have Sisters with health 
concerns, we have lost some because of wanted/needing to take care of family, or family taking 
care of them; yet we are still here continuing the Presbyterian Women traditions.   

We celebrate our Fall Gathering with a focus on this year’s bible study, “United Through Christ, 
Bound to Each Other” lead by Minister Marilyn Pride of Ebenezer PC and Leadership training 
facilitated by Elder Tamara Williams, Stated Clerk/Administrative Coordinator, Presbytery of 
Charlotte.   

 

We have made revisions by rearranging churches from one Cluster to another to locate the 
churches in the same general area. 

As we start a new program year, may we be reminded of God’s Grace and our reliance on God 
and we are stronger together than alone. 

 

Your Sister in Christ, 

Edna Wigfall Cruté, Moderator 

Presbyterian Women/Presbytery of Charlotte 



 



 



Danielle Brassington, Cluster Leader of Deborah 

Ms. Danielle H. Brassington began attending Amity Presbyterian 
Church in the early 1960’s after Commonwealth Presbyterian Church 
was closed and removed so an overpass could be installed on 
Independence Blvd.   

“My next-door neighbor invited my family to join them at Amity and 
we did.  When I got engaged, we decided to be married in our beautiful 
sanctuary”.  Ms. Brassington and her husband led a Sunday School class 

for fifth and sixth graders for twenty-three years.  Ms. Danielle became more involved with other 
working committees, becoming an Amity family.  Ms. Danielle started participating in 
Presbyterian Women soon after joining the church.  Later, she was asked to serve on the 
Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team for Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of Charlotte 
as the Cluster Leader of Deborah. 

 
(Pictured l-r) Ms. Danielle Brassington as Cluster Leader of Deborah, Dr. Parthenia Richardson, Elder 

Catherine Bell and Corita Y. Floyd (former) PW Presbytery Moderator, Matthews Murkland 
Presbyterian Church’s Women’s Day September 22, 2019 

 

We sincerely thank you, Danielle, for your service, dedication, and contributions to the 
Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team Presbytery of Charlotte.  May God continue to 

richly bless you! 



  Mary Faulkner – A Life of Faith, Family and Service 

Ms. Mary Faulkner was born in Charlotte, North Carolina, and has 
devoted her life to faith, family, service, compassion and 
community.  Throughout the years, she has generously shared her 
time, talents and heart in service to her church, Presbyterian 
Women and those in need. 

Family & Education 

Ms. Faulkner is blessed to share her life with her husband, Paul.  
Together they are the proud parents of two daughters, Paula and 
Michelle.  Her family is an important part of her life and a source 
of great joy and pride. 

Ms. Mary is a proud alumna of Johnson C. Smith University 
(JCSU).  Her educational experience has been an important part of 

the foundation for her life of leadership, service and commitment to others. 

Church & Presbyterian Women Service 

Ms. Faulkner has demonstrated strong leadership and dedication within CN Jenkins and Presbyterian 
Women.  Ms. Mary was ordained as an Elder for more than thirty years; participated in the weekly Van 
Ministry providing a meal for the homeless community in Charlotte; served as a volunteer at Nourish Up 
located at Statesville Avenue Presbyterian Church for over thirty years; and is a former CNJ Presbyterian 
Women (PW) Moderator and currently serves as the long-term Historian on the PW Coordinating Team 
for PW/Presbytery of Charlotte. 

Her commitment to Presbyterian Women has been recognized through her receipt of an Honorary Life 
Membership in Presbyterian Women in the Presbyterian Church (USA), Inc. This honor reflects her years 
of faithful service and dedication. 

She also serves as Chair of the CNJ Scholarship Committee, helping to support and encourage students 
as they pursue their educational goals. 

Ministry of Hospitality & Compassion 

For more than 30 years, Ms. Mary has coordinated and provided meals for families visiting their loved 
ones receiving hospice care.  Through this ministry of compassion, she has offered not only nourishment 
but also comfort, kindness and caring. 

 

Thank you, Mary, for your many years of service as Historian.  We appreciate your loyalty 
and all you have done to support the PW Purpose.  We will miss you and we pray God’s 

blessings upon you.  

 

 



                                                                                                               

 

 

Presbytery of Charlotte/Presbyterian Women Missions Project 2026 

“Thank You” 

 

What a response! What a success! Thank you! Thank you! 

 

The Presbyterian Women/Coordinating Team of the Presbytery of Charlotte 

wishes to say “Thank You” to all of the wonderful women members of the Presbyterian Churches in the 
Charlotte Presbytery for your outstanding support of the PW/PC Mission Project for 2026! 
 

The PW/PC/Coordinating Team searched for a meaningful project and discovered that the Period Packs 
and the Hygiene Kits were desperately needed by the Church World Service and the Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance agencies for distribution among women and girls, and other persons in need. 
 

Church World Service sent a representative to receive the Packs and Kits that were blessed at the 39th 
PW Spring Gathering. Presbyterian Disaster Assistance arranged for the items to be picked up and stored 
in their North Carolina warehouse. The total as of May 21, 2026, of prepared Hygiene Kits was 280 and 
106 Period Packs. The PW/PC Mission Project continues through 2026 and PW groups around the 
Presbytery of Charlotte continue to make contributions of Kits and Packs. 
 

On behalf of the Presbytery of Charlotte/Presbyterian Women, thank you again for your participation in 
and support of the Presbyterian Women’s Mission Project for 2026! 

 

Edna Wigfall Cruté, Moderator 

Linda P. Rousseau, Missions/Issues Communicator 

Presbyterian Women/Coordinating Team 

Presbytery of Charlotte (North Carolina) 

July 2026 



 
Spring Gathering, April 2026 at CN Jenkins Presbyterian Church 

 
(left) Moderator Edna Wigfall Crute´                            (left) Rev. Dr. Anita R. Wright, Guest Speaker  
(center) Ms. Virginia Spears,                                        (right) Moderator Edna Wigfall Crute´  
 retiring Abigail Cluster Leader          
(right)Vice-Moderator Carole M. Venable 

 
 

There were 130 in attendance at the 39th Annual Spring Gathering.   
The total offering was $1,094. Thank you, Presbyterian Women!  

 
 
 
 



Spring Gathering, April 2026 at CN Jenkins Presbyterian Church 

 
(standing left) Linda Rousseau, PWP Mission/Issues Coordinator, introduced mission/offering recipients  
from Church World Services and HOMES of HOPE Stanley County. 
 

 
 

Pictured above, just a portion of the Church World Services Period Packs and Hygiene Kits received at the 
Spring Gathering at CN Jenkins, April 11, 2026. 
 

 
(left) Dr. Ornella Umubyeyi Youth & Young Adult Minister of CN Jenkins delivering the Welcome Address at 
Spring Gathering.  (right) Moderator Edna Wigfall Crute’ and her mother, Ms. Thelma Wigfall Miner, in 
attendance at Spring Gathering.  

 
 

News from First Presbyterian Church PW, Hamlet, NC 
 



The Presbyterian Women donated about 15 “Bed-in-a-Bag” for our local Sleep in Heavenly 
Peace. This organization builds single beds for the children of Richmond County who might not 
have their own bed to sleep in at their house, or they may be a foster child who doesn’t have their 
own bed! We donated comforters, sheets, etc. for this project!  
We’ve contributed to our local animal shelter by donating dog and cat food, cleaning supplies, 
pet toys etc. (This will be our 2nd year) 
 
We also continue to meet with our circles for our Bible study, we help with bereavement meals 
and continue to be the hands and feet of Christ by helping wherever there is a need. 
 
Submitted by Kim Pence 
 

 
 

 

The Matthews Murkland PW Community Outreach Report 

Serving Our Community Through Faith and Action 



The Presbyterian Women of our church are committed to putting our faith into action by serving those in need and being 
good stewards of God’s creation. Throughout the year, our women have participated in several community outreach 
projects that demonstrate our commitment to caring for our neighbors and strengthening our community. 

 

 

 

Food Bank Ministry 

Our Presbyterian Women volunteer at the Second Harvest Food Bank, helping 
sort, organize, pack, and distribute food to individuals and families in need. Through 
this ministry, we are able to provide not only food but also encouragement 
and compassion to members of our community who may be experiencing 

difficult circumstances. 

Church Recycling Initiative 

We are also committed to being good stewards of the environment. Our women encourage 
and support recycling throughout the church by making sure recyclable materials are 
properly collected and disposed of. This effort reminds us that caring for God's creation is 
an important part of our Christian responsibility. 

Back-to-School Drive  

Each year, Presbyterian Women participate in a back-to-school drive to help children in our church 
community begin the school year prepared and confident. We collect and distribute school supplies 
such as backpacks, notebooks, pencils, paper, folders, and other necessary items. This ministry helps 
ease the financial burden on families while giving children the tools they need to succeed in school. 

Outreach to People Experiencing Homelessness 

Our women also reach out to people experiencing homelessness in our community. We collect and 
distribute essential supplies such as hygiene products, socks, clothing, blankets, food, and other 
necessities. More importantly, we offer a caring presence and remind those we serve that they are 
valued and not forgotten. 

 

 

 

Our Commitment                                 (Matthews Murkland   cont’d) 



Through these ministries, Presbyterian Women continue to live out our faith by serving, giving, 
caring, and reaching out to others. Whether we are volunteering at a food bank, recycling at our 
church, preparing children for a new school year, or providing essential items to people experiencing 
homelessness, each effort makes a difference. 

We are grateful for every woman who gives her time, talents, resources, and heart to these ministries. 
Together, we are making a positive difference in the lives of people in our community and 
demonstrating Christ's love through service. 

“Let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.” — 1 John 3:18 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from Memorial Presbyterian Church PW 
 



In April, Memorial PW met at the Prayer Room located at Amity Presbyterian Church. Lesson #8 was taught by 
Mrs. Linda Thomas, our Study Leader. The lesson was about the importance of water throughout the 
Bible and its importance in Baptism. Afterward we were graced with lovely refreshments from our 
hostess and the participants. 
 

In May we met in person at the church, and we were hosted by our Study Leader Ms. JoElla Ferrell. 
We discussed Lesson 39, emphasizing what we can do today when walking with Jesus. We can help 
our children and youth navigate through their concerns. 
 

Also, in May we celebrated the Presbyterian Women's birthday after service. We asked the ladies of 
Memorial and SouthEnd to adorn their hats and gloves on Sunday, May 31st. We had a wonderful 
reception for all. SouthEnd PW gave our PW a generous monetary donation and another generous 
donation to our Birthday Offering. Also, we received lovely handkerchiefs from South End PW bearing 
the PW logo. 
 

In June our Victory Vision Project culminated our ninth year by collecting gently used prescription 
eyewear. In addition, we received $2,850.00 in monetary donations. The glasses and monetary 
donations will benefit persons in rural Ghana, many who cannot afford cataract surgery or glasses. 
South End congregation also donated gently used prescription eyewear to our project.   

Mrs. Nancy Morris has graciously chaired this project for nine years, and we are most grateful to her 
dedication to this project. 
 

Memorial PW is very grateful to South End PW for their participation and generosity. God has blessed 
us to have such wonderful ladies to help us. 

 

     Janet L. Springs, Moderator 
News from Ben Salem Presbyterian Church PW 



 
 

(left) Gwen Forney, and (right) Gail Freeman, Ben Salem PW Moderator, taking a break and 
enjoying the rocking chairs after attending workshops at the Synod of the Mid-Atlanta Summer 

Gathering, Massanetta Springs Camp and Conference Center, Harrisonburg, VA.    
 

 
 

(left) Bonnie Phillips, Madison Johnson & daughter, Gwen Forney (standing) at the 3-church Breakfast and 
Horizons Bible Study Fellowship of Ben Salem, St. Paul and Grier Heights PWs. 

 
 
 

News from St. Paul Presbyterian Church PW 



 
 
St. Paul Presbyterian Women are ready to serve as they are prepared to host the 3-church Breakfast and 
Bible Study fellowship with Ben Salem Presbyterian Church PW and Grier Heights Presbyterian 
Church PW as guests. 
Pictured behind table, right to left, Carrie Tucker, Marian Maxwell, Kim Peay, Sarah Hancock, Cynthia 
Rhodes. 

 
 
(Pictured left to right) 
Sarah Hancock, Annette Gillespie, Marian Maxwell, Alfreto Alexander-PW Moderator, and Angela 
Grier. 

 
 

News from Grier Heights Presbyterian Church PW 



 
The Presbyterian Women of Grier Heights together with church family and friends helped 

sponsor The Rainbow Tea, April 2026. 
 

 

 
Thanks, ladies, for your attendance at the 39th Annual Spring Gathering at CN Jenkins 
Presbyterian Church, April 2026, all you do in the name of Christ.  Genora Fant, PW Moderator 

 

News from CN Jenkins Presbyterian Church PW 
 



 
Women’s Day at CN Jenkins Presbyterian Church, April 2026 

 
Pictured l to r, Moderator Edna Wigfall Crute´, Myrtle Miller, Sharon Ross-2026 Honorary Life 

Membership Recipient, Joyce Bolton and Debra Taylor- CN Jenkins PW Moderator. 
 
 

 
Thanks to CN Jenkins for their gracious hospitality as local churches met for the 39th Annual 

Spring Gathering, Saturday, April 11, 2026!  Pictured above are special treat bags for the ladies.  
Thank you! 
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